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To:  Chair, Ladies and Gentlemen 
 

Department responses to Scrutiny Committee questions – 
Grounds Maintenance, Parks and Open Spaces; and Sports 
Pitches/Facilities in the County Borough. 
 

 
1.0 SUMMARY OF THE REPORT 
 
1.1 The Neighbourhood Services, Planning and Countryside Scrutiny Committee has 

prepared a set of questions for discussion at today’s meeting.  
 
1.2 The Cabinet Portfolio Member, the Chief Officer (Neighbourhood Services) and the 

Parks and Bereavement Services Manager will be in attendance to address any 
questions that the Committee may have. 

 
2.0 RECOMMENDATION(S) 
 
2.1 The scrutiny committee notes the contents of this report. 
 
3.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
 
3.1 A set of questions has been submitted to the Department and it was agreed that the 

Cabinet Portfolio Member, the Chief Officer (Neighbourhood Services) and the Parks 
and Bereavement Services Manager will be in attendance to clarify any of the 
questions and address any supplementary questions that committee members will 
have. 

 
3.2 The Committees questions and the Departments responses are attached. 
 
 

 BACKGROUND PAPERS 
Title of Document(s) Document(s) Date Document Location 

None 
 

  

 

Does the report contain any issue that may impact the Council’s 
Constitution?  
 

None 
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SCRUTINY COMMITTEE REPORT 
Response to questions 11-9-17 

 
 
1. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE, PARKS AND OPEN SPACES. 
 

Parks and Play Areas  
 

1. Can you specify the Parks and Play Areas that are maintained on a Ward by Ward basis so that 
Councillors and members of the public are aware of the scale of the work that is currently 
undertaken? 

 Please see Appendix 1 
2. Are Play Areas and Parks actively maintained on a "Rota basis" or are they maintained when a 

problem is reported? 
 Playgrounds are Inspected at least once every 2 weeks, problems are rectified as soon as possible 
 depending on the risk.  Grass is cut in line with the rota for the area; we try to achieve 10 cuts in our 
 play areas.  Parks are cut on a Rota basis too. 

3. I believe that funding has not been available from MTCBC since 1995 to upgrade the facilities in Play 
Areas. Have we looked at the possibilities of obtaining funding from private local businesses in 
return for renaming these Parks / Play Areas in the name of the business that sponsors its upkeep? 

 No this hasn’t been tried for our playgrounds.  We have never been approached by a private 
 business to sponsor a play area although it has been done on roundabouts with limited success and 
 only then on the highly visible areas.   

4. Have we actively looked at getting outside funding in the form of Grants to upgrade the facilities of 
the Play Areas in the County Borough? 

 We have had external funding for some via section 106 agreements (developer contributions) such 
 as Edwardsville Pant, Dan Y Graig Twyn, Prince Charles Hospital, Twyn Carmel Kick-about.  Other 
 sites which were externally funded were Splash Pad at Cyfarthfa Park, Rhydycar Skate park, Blaen 
 Dowlais MUGA.  There is a new lottery grant available up to £100,000 but this has to be community 
 led and we are supporting some community groups on this. 

5. As facilities haven't been upgraded since 1995 and many Play Areas are past their "sell by date", are 
there plans to close any Play Areas within the next 5 years and if so, which ones and why have these 
particular Play Areas been chosen? It should be mentioned that this Department have done sterling 
work in keeping the equipment in working order well past its normal working life. 

 The following sites have been highlighted as being at risk over the next 5 years.  They have been 
 chosen due to their age and the condition of the equipment on site.  Blaen Dowlais MUGA, Haydn 
 terrace, St John’s Grove, Castle Park, Cilhaul, Royal Hotel.  Gellideg is currently closed to the public 
 and Twyn Carmel is due to be removed under agreement with Wales and West housing association 
 who want to take back the area it’s built on.  We are currently reviewing all sites and will inform 
 elected members prior to any decisions being made. 

6. It has been mentioned that MTCBC must look at innovative ways with which to provide the service 
they provide. Have Local Community Groups or Volunteers been asked to get involved in the upkeep 
& maintenance of Parks and Play Areas? How could they be involved and what help could be given 
to them? 
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 This approach has been tried and some of our sites have been painted in the past by volunteers.  
 Some community groups namely The Pontsticill group are actively helping the council fund raise and 
 apply for grants.  There are not that many community groups at the moment that are established 
 enough to progress this in other areas. 

7. Does your Department have any thoughts or remarks on this matter? 
 Volunteers can play a part however the council should be aware that certain legal obligations such 
 as the occupier’s liability act 1957.  We have a duty of care to protect the public using our 
 facilities and we have to be sure that we have sufficiently trained staff and records to defend the 
 council  in case of legal claims from accidents.  Solely relying on volunteers would be a risk unless the 
 community group was prepared to transfer the asset to themselves or have a formal agreement in 
 place.  For one off community help days we can support these groups with equipment and materials 
 such as paint and tools and also provide health and safety instruction and induction to ensure public 
 safety. 
 

Cemeteries  
 

8. Can you specify the Cemeteries looked after and the work undertaken so that Councillors and 
members of the public are aware of the scale of the work that is currently undertaken? 

 The cemeteries maintained by the council are as follows: - 
 

CEMETERY M2 HEC 
Pant 72009 7.20 
Cefn 49668 4.97 
Aberfan 26261 2.63 
Graig Fargoed 7594 0.76 
Beech Grove, 
Edwardsville 17933 1.79 

   TOTALS 173465 17.3465 
 
 Due to the location and how our cemeteries are laid out the majority of the grass cutting in all of 
 Merthyr’s Cemeteries is done by strimmer.   This means that no large tractor mounted or pedestrian 
 driven mowers can be used to speed up the process.  We employ 5 seasonal agency staff for 25 
 weeks in the summer months to cut the grass and we endeavour to cut each cemetery 7 times per 
 season which is roughly once per month.  Each cut equates to 17.3 hectares of grass which is 
 equivalent to 29 football pitches.  Within our cemeteries we also have 61000 memorials which we 
 have to respect  and cut around.  We dig between 200 and 250 graves per year with the 6 grave 
 diggers employed; this was once  14 gravediggers who used to help out with grounds maintenance 
 when not grave digging.  In a bid to make the service cost neutral this was reduced to six 
 gravediggers in 2013.  

9. How often is the grass in the Cemeteries cut and what times of the year does this occur? 
 The grass is cut seven times which is approximately once a month, for comparison Cardiff cut theirs 
 on a fortnightly  basis which is effectively double our frequency. 

10. Are there Rotas currently in place so that Councillors know when exactly Cemeteries (weather 
permitting) are going to be maintained in order that the public can be kept informed when they ask? 
Some residents have remarked that the state of the Cemeteries can at times be a disgrace with 
some feeling compelled to cut the grass around their Loved Ones Graves themselves. 

 The cemeteries are cut on a rota starting at Cefn then Pant, Aberfan, Edwardsville and ending at 
 Graig Fargoed in the bottom of the valley.  The season starts in April so each site will be cut once 
 every month from then up to October when they receive their seventh cut.  We do receive 
 complaints that the grass isn’t cut often enough and that we leave grass clippings over memorials.  
 We can increase the frequency of cut which will alleviate both problems but an increase in resources 
 will be required. 

2



11. How many people are employed in the Cemeteries section and what are their responsibilities? 
Where are the staff based and if they are not based in one particular Cemetery, what is the criteria 
for where they would be based on any particular day? What are their hours? THIS Will ALSO BE 
COVERED BY THE STAFF STRUCTURE SECTION BELOW  

 There is a total of 10 staff employed in the cemeteries section: - 
 6 -Grave Diggers- based at Cefn Cemetery, Primarily grave digging but also litter clearance, grounds 
 maintenance, assisting  the public during funerals, checking grave details match paperwork,  
 1 –Memorial Inspector/Registrar- Based at the civic centre.  Checking stability of our memorials 
 using specialist equipment and  staking and banding memorials which fail the test.  Dealing with 
 monumental masons to ensure that memorials comply with the council’s regulations, cover the 
 cemeteries office to maintain office hours and for holiday/sickness cover for the burial registrar. 
 1- Memorial Registrar Based at the civic centre.   Recording of the burial details, genealogy search 
 requests from members of the public, advising undertakers when funerals can be booked in, 
 invoicing and record keeping. 
 1-Team Leader.  Based at Cefn Cemetery.  Liaise between office and cemetery to ensure burials 
 requested are correct.   Supervise the operations within the cemeteries, carry out risk assessments 
 and review safe methods of working, check grave depth and dimensions, sign off paperwork to be 
 returned to the  registrar. Liaise with the manager on day to day operational issues and policy 
 changes. 
 1 –Parks and bereavement services manager-role split over Parks and cemeteries.  Based at Unit 3 
 Pentrebach.  Day to day management of the service and cemetery staff,  budgetary control, overall 
 responsibility for health and safety, council reports and  changes in strategy/policy, disciplinary 
 matters etc. 
 The staff who are based at Cefn do work throughout the other cemeteries, however this is governed 
 by where interments are planned and when funerals take place each day.   

12. How often are the Rubbish Bins & Dog Poop Bins emptied in the Cemeteries as there has been 
feedback from members of the public that they are sometimes overflowing for days at a time? 

 The bins in the cemetery are emptied as and when necessary.  As the cemeteries are not manned 
 any longer and staff are based in Cefn then sometimes there may not be any council staff in a 
 particular cemetery for a few days.  Staff will be on site when there is a grave to prepare or a funeral 
 is taking place.  If a bin hasn’t been emptied and a complaint is received we will act to get it emptied 
 the same working day or within 24 hours if the complaint is received after 12:00am 

13. Why is there a separate team emptying Dog Poop bins in the Cemeteries than the rest of the 
Borough? Would it not be more cost effective to use the one team? 

 The street cleansing crews have their own rounds to deal with and they are working with limited 
 resources too.  For the street cleansing crews to empty the bins they would have to be pulled off 
 their cleansing rounds which could impact on the cleanliness of the streets and adversely affect our 
 LEAMS scores which affect the council’s performance indicators. 

14. Does your Department have any thoughts or remarks on this matter? 
 We are currently reviewing the type and number of bins within our cemeteries with a view to 
 replace them over a period of time with more suitable bins. 

Schools  
 

15. Can you give a breakdown on what Schools your team looks after, the work undertaken at each 
school and the frequency of this work on a Ward by Ward basis so that Councillors and members of 
the public are aware of the work you do. 

 See appendix 2 for breakdown.  We currently have a service level agreement with the schools to do 
 their grounds maintenance.  However, neighbourhood Services are not duty bound to maintain 
 schools and each  individual school can procure their own contractor to do the work. 

16. It has been mentioned that MTCBC must look at innovative ways with which to provide the service 
they provide. Have School Teachers, Governors and Parents been asked to get involved in the 
upkeep & maintenance of school grounds? 

 As the schools manage their own budget it would be up to the individual schools to organise such 
 events.  We can and have assisted the schools when this has taken place. 
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17. If Teachers, Governors and Parents were willing to help in maintaining School grounds, what can 
your Department do or what would you suggest could be done to help these Volunteers? 

 We could assist by providing trained staff that could advise and instruct on safe practices, however 
 we would not allow council tools to be used by volunteers due to the risks involved. 

18. Could private Local Businesses be asked to help in maintaining School Grounds by the way of 
sponsorship to help augment the costs involved? This would obviously mean that the business 
involved would have signage installed at the school to promote their sponsorship. 

 This is something the individual head of the school would have to decide. 
19. Does your Department have any thoughts or remarks on this matter? 

 We often help schools providing advice and free wood chip for eco projects etc. and are always 
 supportive when requested to help out. 

Roadside verges and Roundabouts  
 

20. Can you specify in your report the Roadside Verges and Roundabouts looked after and the work 
undertaken so that Councillors and members of the public are aware of the scale of the work that is 
currently undertaken? 

 For clarification members should be aware the following roads and associated verges and 
 roundabouts are not the responsibility of Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council in relation to grass 
 cutting but are managed by the South Wales Trunk Road Agency (SWTRA).  A470, A4060, A465 
 heads  of the valley.  We do have responsibility for keeping the trunk roads clear of litter.  The 
 remaining roadside verges within the county borough are maintained by us. For list of verges please 
 see (see appendix 3)  

21. How often are the roadside verges and roundabouts cut during the year? 
 Normally they are cut once per annum.  This is in line with what SWTRA do on their network.  There 
 are areas such as vision splays and junctions where this is increased to 4 times per year for health 
 and safety reasons.  Often, we will cut verges more than once when resources allow or if we receive 
 complaints from members of the public.   

22. Have you looked into planting Wildflowers on the inside verges so that areas look good to the public 
who, unfortunately, currently look at them as being unkempt? What are the costs involved? Can 
Community Groups be involved? 

 We have trialled this in the last 5 years.  They can be effective in the right areas such as on 
 roundabouts and suitable verges.  They are not a low maintenance answer to reduce our grass 
 cutting costs as these areas require herbicide treatment initially, then cultivation prior to sowing and 
 at the end of season the clippings need to be collected and removed.  They are popular with the 
 public and encourage biodiversity and help pollinating insects which is in line with the Welsh 
 Government’s pollinator action plan.  It is also in the department’s action plan and something we 
 would like to do more of.  Community groups can help out in certain areas with seed sowing etc. 

23. Advertising signs can sometimes be seen at Roundabouts, do we charge for this advertising? 
 Yes, currently we charge between £1500 and £3000 per roundabout per annum depending on 
 location.  Companies can bid for a sign on available locations and they can keep that location for 
 three years when it will be re- tendered.  There are signs on 8 of the 15 roundabouts available for 
 sponsorship at present.  Details of sponsorship of these are on the council’s web site. 

24. If so, is it enough to keep that Roundabouts maintained? 
 The Money is not currently ring fenced but this is being looked at for the future.  

25. Do you involve the Advertiser in how the Roundabout will look i.e. just the verge cut, planted with 
wildflowers etc? 

 No, not at the moment but if they requested additional flowers, shrub beds etc. we would be willing 
 to negotiate on the costs. 
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26. It has been mentioned that MTCBC must look at innovative ways with which to provide the service 
they provide. Have Local Community Groups or Volunteers been asked to get involved in the upkeep 
& maintenance of Roadside Verges and Roundabouts? 

 It would be difficult to involve the community in the maintenance of roundabouts and verges due to 
 the traffic risk associated with them.  Our staff have been trained in working on these areas and PPE 
 must be appropriate and often road closures would be required.  It would not be impossible for 
 them to help out in certain areas but it would be easier for them to help out in less risky situations. 

27. Does your Department have any thoughts or remarks on this matter 
 Volunteers would be better utilised in areas such as parks or playgrounds where the risk is lower. 

Staff Structure  
 

28. I have been informed that your section comprises of 32 Full Time staff and 3 Part Time staff. If this is 
not correct, could you please let me know? 

 Currently there are 31 permanent employed with agency covering the following positions: Toilet 
 attendant/litter picker Cyfarthfa park, Playground fitter, Tractor drivers x 2 

29. Can you give a breakdown on how and in what capacities your 32 Full Time and 3 Part Time staff are 
employed on a Season by Season basis? 

 See appendix 4 for structure and breakdown. 
30. Are there Rotas currently in place so that Councillors know when exact areas (weather permitting) 

are going to be maintained in order that the public can be kept informed when they ask? 
There are rotas in place however due to efficiency savings these need to be updated to reflect the 
current situation.  We are currently working with the planning and estates department to digitise all 
our grounds maintenance plans.  We will eventually be able to provide members with a plan of their 
ward showing all land we have responsibility for and with an indication of which areas will be 
maintained and how often.  We hope to work with elected members to shape our service to meet 
public demand where possible.  

31. You have lost 21 Full Time staff and 14 Part Time staff since 2011/12. How do you envisage Local 
Community Groups & Volunteers helping to maintain the service the public desire and what can 
MTCBC do to help in this matter? 

 Engaging with and encouraging community groups to become more active in the community has 
 become more important and central to the way our services are shaped.  It is an important element 
 in the Green Flag judging process as well as being a key theme in the Well Being of Future 
 Generations (Wales) Act 2015.   By supporting and encouraging these groups to take on some of the 
 tasks traditionally undertaken by the council, communities can help with and have a say in how their 
 surroundings are managed as well as providing opportunities for upskilling individuals and 
 communities to help encourage local stewardship 

32. Does your Department have any thoughts or remarks on this matter? 
 Although staff reductions have had an impact we have endeavoured to manage the efficiency 
 savings  to cause the least amount of impact on the ground.  We will continue to provide the best 
 possible service with the resources available. 
 

2. SPORTS PITCHES/FACILITIES IN THE COUNTY BOROUGH  
 

33. Currently, how many Sports Pitches are there in the County Borough? 
 We have 38 fields in the County Borough 

34. How many Sports Pitches have we lost in the last 5 years? 
 None have been lost to developments or have been sold, however we now have 19 which are not 
 used for formal  sports. 

35. How many Sports Teams were using the Pitches 5 years ago? 
 We do not have this information at the time of writing but we will be able to supply this information 
 from the sports development department 

36. How many Sports Teams are currently using the Pitches?  
 Based on last year’s season there were 35 teams registered on council pitches. 
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37. How much do Sports Teams pay per annum to use the Pitches? 
Current charges remain at £1734 per pitch for fields which have access for community use, £2000 for 
fields which are closed to the public. 

 If each pitch had 2 senior teams and 2 junior teams then the costs could be split as follows: -   
 

Team type Number Cost per team Total 

senior teams 2 £578.00 £1,156.00 
Junior teams 2 £289.00 £578.00 

   
£1,734.00 

 
 Broken down further it can be shown that each player will pay per game (assuming they have 15 
 games) £3.50 per game. 
 £578 divided by11 players, divided by 15 games  = £3.50 per player per game. 

 It is noted however that this is based on the ideal example of sharing as above, in reality some teams 
 want sole use of a field and do not want to share facilities. 
38. How much have the Fees increased in the last 5 years?  

 It is difficult to compare as we used to charge per team now we charge per pitch.  In 2012-13 the 
 charge per team was £355 per team per annum.  We now charge £1734 for each field but this cost 
 can be shared as in the example above. 

39. Did we see a drop in the number Sports Teams before the price increases? If so, do we know how 
many? 
Numbers have been decreasing over the years, the sports development department are currently 
producing a report on sport in the borough and these figures can be produced in the near future for 
further scrutiny. 

40. Did we see a drop in the number Sports Teams after the price increases? If so, do we know how 
many? 

 Anecdotal evidence suggests there may have been a drop in numbers.  We hope to quantify this in 
 the near future. 

41. Your Department has lost 21 Full Time staff and 14 Part Time staff since 2011/12. Has this been one 
of the factors in the mothballing of the Sports Fields in the Borough? 

 Yes this has been a contributory factor as we couldn’t maintain all of the fields to the standards we 
 once did. 

42. Does your Department have any suggestions or anything they would like to add in regards to this 
agenda item? 

 There are benefits to biodiversity by leaving some pitches fallow however it is controversial with the 
 public as they see it as lost play space.  Members of the community will need to be kept informed of 
 developments and what these advantages are. 
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MERTHYR TYDFIL COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL

KEY
R = REFURBISHED  N = NEW  T = TO BE REFURBISHED  D = TO BE REMOVE

PLAYGROUND PROVISION 2017

APPENDIX 1

CURRENT PLAYGROUND SITES BY 
WARD.

VAYNOR POPULATION: 3551

NO. NAME FUNDING YEAR:

CHILDREN UNDER 12 YRS 451

KEYAREA:

PENYGARN1 1992/93 PR2346

TREFECHAN2 1993/94 T1522

CEFN COED3 1994/95 T5171

Total Area (M2) 9039Number of playgrounds per ward: 3

Hectares: 0.9039Hectares of playground per 1000 populatio 0.25

1 playground per 1184 people 1 playground per 150 children under 12 yrs

DOWLAIS POPULATION: 6926

NO. NAME FUNDING YEAR:

CHILDREN UNDER 12 YRS 995

KEYAREA:

EDWARD STREET4 1987/88 PR10982

PANT PARK5 1993/94 T1294

PENYWERN6 1995/96 T1250

BLAEN DOWLAIS8 1994/95 T705

GWENLLWYN9 1993/94 T590

DOWLAIS PARK10 1989/90 T359

GELLIFAELOG142 2003/04 N222

BLAEN DOWLAIS MUGA156 2007 D275

DOWLAIS TOP, STABLES157 2007 T350

Total Area (M2) 16027Number of playgrounds per ward: 9

Hectares: 1.6027Hectares of playground per 1000 populatio 0.23

1 playground per 770 people 1 playground per 111 children under 12 yrs

Child's play system Robert Barnett 11/09/2017 Page 1 of 5
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CURRENT PLAYGROUND SITES BY 
WARD.

PENYDARREN POPULATION: 5419

NO. NAME FUNDING YEAR:

CHILDREN UNDER 12 YRS 943

KEYAREA:

HAYDN TERRACE12 1993/94 D690

ST.JOHN'S GROVE15 1994/95 D250

PLANTATION CLOSE57 1998 T752

GREENIE141 2003/04 T176

RHYDYCAR SKATE PARK160 2009 T731

Total Area (M2) 2599Number of playgrounds per ward: 5

Hectares: 0.2599Hectares of playground per 1000 populatio 0.05

1 playground per 1084 people 1 playground per 189 children under 12 yrs

GURNOS POPULATION: 5280

NO. NAME FUNDING YEAR:

CHILDREN UNDER 12 YRS 1017

KEYAREA:

GOITRE LANE17 1994/95 T302

MARSH (NEW)163 2017-18 N625

Total Area (M2) 927Number of playgrounds per ward: 2

Hectares: 0.0927Hectares of playground per 1000 populatio 0.02

1 playground per 2640 people 1 playground per 509 children under 12 yrs

PARK POPULATION: 4326

NO. NAME FUNDING YEAR:

CHILDREN UNDER 12 YRS 510

KEYAREA:

CYFARTHFA (KICK-ABOUT)21 1993/94 PR1885

CYFARTHFA (SPLASH PAD)161 2010 N1234

Total Area (M2) 3119Number of playgrounds per ward: 2

Hectares: 0.3119Hectares of playground per 1000 populatio 0.07

1 playground per 2163 people 1 playground per 255 children under 12 yrs

Child's play system Robert Barnett 11/09/2017 Page 2 of 5

8



CURRENT PLAYGROUND SITES BY 
WARD.

CYFARTHFA POPULATION: 6869

NO. NAME FUNDING YEAR:

CHILDREN UNDER 12 YRS 1073

KEYAREA:

CASTLE PARK24 1994/95 D900

TWYN CARMEL KICK-ABOUT25 1994/95 R378

TWYN CARMEL26 1993/94 D311

GELLIDEG27 1992/93 D1235

HEOLGERRIG UPPER (NEW)58 2004/05 T400

Total Area (M2) 3224Number of playgrounds per ward: 5

Hectares: 0.3224Hectares of playground per 1000 populatio 0.05

1 playground per 1374 people 1 playground per 215 children under 12 yrs

TOWN POPULATION: 7671

NO. NAME FUNDING YEAR:

CHILDREN UNDER 12 YRS 1041

KEYAREA:

THOMASTOWN PARK30 1991/92 PR1840

KEIR HARDIE32 1993/94 T268

CLARE STREET33 1993/94 T1421

DAN Y GRAIG158 2009 N104

LEGION (NEW)162 2010 N134

Total Area (M2) 3767Number of playgrounds per ward: 5

Hectares: 0.3767Hectares of playground per 1000 populatio 0.05

1 playground per 1534 people 1 playground per 208 children under 12 yrs

PLYMOUTH POPULATION: 5296

NO. NAME FUNDING YEAR:

CHILDREN UNDER 12 YRS 794

KEYAREA:

PENTREBACH34 1993/94 T255

GLANTAFF ROAD37 1992/93 T1415

ABERCANAID144 2003/04 T225

TROEDYRHIW PARK CENTRAL146 2003/04 T364

Total Area (M2) 2259Number of playgrounds per ward: 4

Hectares: 0.2259Hectares of playground per 1000 populatio 0.04

1 playground per 1324 people 1 playground per 199 children under 12 yrs

Child's play system Robert Barnett 11/09/2017 Page 3 of 5
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CURRENT PLAYGROUND SITES BY 
WARD.

MERTHYR VALE POPULATION: 3831

NO. NAME FUNDING YEAR:

CHILDREN UNDER 12 YRS 596

KEYAREA:

GROVE 2 (SOUTH)39 2003/04 T238

MOY ROAD41 1992/93 PR1210

PROSPECT PLACE43 1995/96 T678

TAFF STREET45 1994/95 T2792

MOUNT PLEASANT46 1993/94 T669

ABERFAN PARK NEW147 2003/04 T275

Total Area (M2) 5862Number of playgrounds per ward: 6

Hectares: 0.5862Hectares of playground per 1000 populatio 0.15

1 playground per 639 people 1 playground per 99 children under 12 yrs

TREHARRIS POPULATION: 6356

NO. NAME FUNDING YEAR:

CHILDREN UNDER 12 YRS 951

KEYAREA:

CILHAUL47 1989/90 D736

TREHARRIS PARK48 1993/94 T3234

EDWARDSVILLE49 1995/96 T763

ROYAL HOTEL50 1990/91 D574

GRAIG51 1993/94 T331

MILLENNIUM PARK145 2003/04 N270

MILLENNIUM SKATEBOARD PARK148 2003/04 T500

Total Area (M2) 6408Number of playgrounds per ward: 7

Hectares: 0.6408Hectares of playground per 1000 populatio 0.10

1 playground per 908 people 1 playground per 136 children under 12 yrs

Child's play system Robert Barnett 11/09/2017 Page 4 of 5
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CURRENT PLAYGROUND SITES BY 
WARD.

BEDLINOG POPULATION: 3277

NO. NAME FUNDING YEAR:

CHILDREN UNDER 12 YRS 449

KEYAREA:

OAKLANDS55 2004/05 T505

LEWIS STREET56 1989/90 T441

PARC HEN KICK-ABOUT149 2002/03 T555

Total Area (M2) 1501Number of playgrounds per ward: 3

Hectares: 0.1501Hectares of playground per 1000 populatio 0.05

1 playground per 1092 people 1 playground per 150 children under 12 yrs

Borough summary (playgrounds)

Total population: 58802 Total area M2: 54732

Total area Hectares: 5.47Total number of playgrounds: 51

Hectares of playground per 1000 population: 0.09

1 playground per: 1153 People

Population under 12 yrs 8820

Number of playgrounds per 1000 children under the age of 12 5.78

Number of playrounds per 1000 population: 0.87

Child's play system Robert Barnett 11/09/2017 Page 5 of 5
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Parks Maintained by Neighbourhood Services.     Appendix 1 cont… 
 
No Park Name Ward Notes 
1 Cyfarthfa Park 

 
Park Borough Park 

2 Taff Bargoed Park Treharris Borough Park 
3 Thomastown Park 

 
Town Borough Park 

4 Troedyrhiw Park 
 

Plymouth Borough Park 

5 Treharris Park 
 

Treharris Borough Park 

6 Trelewis Park 
 

Bedlinog Borough Park 

7 St Tydfil’s Park, Thomastown 
 

Town Community Park 

8 Bandstand Park, Dowlais 
 

Dowlais Community Park 

9 Stables Park, Dowlais 
 

Dowlais Community Park 

10 Engine House Gardens, 
Dowlais 

 

Dowlais Community Park 

11 Troedyrhiw OAP Gardens 
 

Plymouth Community Park 

12 Aberfan Park 
 

Merthyr Vale Community Park 
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School By Ward report Appendix 2

VAYNORWard Grass Area (M2):

Trefechan Nursery 486

Treharris Nursery 0

Vaynor & Penderyn 14466

DOWLAISWard Grass Area (M2):

Dowlais Infants 2202

Gwernllwyn Junior 5775

Pantyscallog Primary 3779

Saint.Illtyds Primary School 3712

PENYDARRENWard Grass Area (M2):

Bishop Hedley High 24844

Gellifaelog Primary 6222

Gwaunfarren Primary 13876

Psychological centre 106

GURNOSWard Grass Area (M2):

Goetre Infants 6302

Goetre Junior 9144

Gurnos Nursery 292

Penydre High 27545

Saint Aloysius 9481

PARKWard Grass Area (M2):

Brecon Rd Infants 439

Cyfarthfa Junior 5363
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CYFARTHFAWard Grass Area (M2):

Heolgerrig Primary 3211

Ysgol Gymradd Coed y Derwen 15136

TOWNWard Grass Area (M2):

Caedraw Primary 2993

Cyfarthfa High (Upper) 8223

St .Marys RC (Caedraw) 3695

Twynyrodyn Community School 8062

Ysgol Santes Tudful 9051

PLYMOUTHWard Grass Area (M2):

Abercanaid Primary School 0

Afon Taf High School 6355

Cwm Golau Integrated Childrens Centre 500

Greenfields 7371

Pentrebach Infants 0

Troedyrhiw Junior 405

Ynysowen Community Primary school (new 2010) 4482

Ynysowen Nursery 574

MERTHYR VALEWard Grass Area (M2):

Ysgol Gymraeg Rhud Y Grug 6656

TREHARRISWard Grass Area (M2):

Edwardsville Infants & Junior 10431

BEDLINOGWard Grass Area (M2):

Bedlinog Primary 1146
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Trelewis Primary 10999

Total schools 37

Total Grass 233324 M2

Total Grass football 46345 M2

Total Grass rugby 15652 M2

Total redgra 10509 M2
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Merthyr Tydfil county Borough Council

Grass cutting (highways)

Appendix 3

ITEM LOC_DETAIL

GEN_AREA: A470 Pentrebach to Merthyr verges & roundab

All grass areas - Cut grass

GEN_AREA: Abercanaid

Highway Mtce:A4054(Old A470) - Cut grass

Highway Mtce:Abercanaid Rd - Cut grass

GEN_AREA: Bedlinog Middle Section

Highway Mtce: Graig Y Fargoed Storm Town Rd - Cut grass

GEN_AREA: Black Lion Mount Pleasant

Highway maintenance Junction A4054 Cut grass to 75mm

GEN_AREA: Brynna Road

Highway - Brynna Rd - Pant - Cottages - Cut grass

GEN_AREA: Dowlais

Dowlais Flats Gwernllwyn Close - Cut grass

Dowlais Flats entrance,roundabout and approach road - Cut grass

Rough bank from High St Roundabout to Wesley Church - Cut grass

GEN_AREA: Gellideg Estate & Surrounds

Erw Las: area around bollards - Cut grass

Highway Mtce: A4102 Swansea Rd - Cut grass

GEN_AREA: Goat Mill Road ( Dowlais - Mountain Hare )

High way Goat Mill Road - Cut grass

Goat Mill Rd into Incline Top - Cut grass

GEN_AREA: Grove, Fields, South

Highway Mtce:Aberfan Rd - Cut grass

GEN_AREA: Lower Tram Road Roundabout & Verges

All areas - Cut grass
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ITEM LOC_DETAIL

GEN_AREA: Pant

Pant Cadifor - Cut grass

GEN_AREA: Penyard/Mountain Hare & Twyn

Metre strip running from Slip Rd jnctn to opp Frmers arms Public House - Cut gr

GEN_AREA: Penydarren (Lower Areas)

Lower Penydarren: banks between Plantation Cl & High St - Cut grass

Rough Bank below Penydarren Club - Cut grass

Rough Bank including subway banks between roundabout - Cut grass

Penydarren Roundabout & surrounding verges - Cut grass

GEN_AREA: Pontsarn

Highway Pontsarn Road - Cut grass

GEN_AREA: Pontsticill

Highway Pontsticill Road - Cut grass

Highway Church Road Vaynor - Cut grass

GEN_AREA: Quakers Yard RHS

Two grass areas end of Rodericks Tce - Cut grass

GEN_AREA: Treharris

Highway Mtce: cut 1 metre swathe Cefn Fforest Rd - Cut grass

GEN_AREA: Trelewis

Highway Mtce: Storm Town Rd jnctn B4255 Trelewis - Cut grass

Highway Mtce: Trelewis to Bedlinog Rd jnctn storm Town Rd - Cut grass

Grass verges & top of Bank at jnctn to Gelligaer Rd - Cut grass

Highway Mtce: Approaches to Ael y Bryn Brondeg - Cut grass

Highway Mtce: Cwm Cothi Lane - Cut grass

GEN_AREA: Troedyrhiw Park Place/Bronheulog Tce

Grass areas Afon Taf Bus Park area - Cut grass
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ITEM LOC_DETAIL

GRAND TOTAL M2 : 94,027

All_grass_highways2_report
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STAFF_REPORT (Parks) Appendix 4

Names removed

Chargehand Role:

Working chargehand upper valley In charge on site of small team, instruction and direction of 
staff, health and safety on site
Working chargehand upper valley In charge on site of small team, instruction and direction of 
staff, health and safety on site
Working chargehand lower valley In charge on site of small team, instruction and direction of 
staff, health and safety on site
Working chargehand lower valley In charge on site of small team, instruction and direction of 
staff, health and safety on site
Working chargehand upper valley In charge on site of small team, instruction and direction of 
staff, health and safety on site
Working chargehand lower valley In charge on site of small team, instruction and direction of 
staff, health and safety on site

Total 6

Driver Role:

Agency tractor driver

Agency tractor driver

Total 2

Fitter Role:

Groundcare fleet repairs, servicing and upkeep.

Total 1

Gardener Role:

Horticultural duties town areas

Lower valley based, Horticultural and groundsmanship work, skilled role with qualifications, 
general grounds duties such as grass cutting also.
Cyfarthfa Park based, Horticultural and groundsmanship work, skilled role with qualifications, 
general grounds duties such as grass cutting also.

Total 3

Groundsman Role:

Lower valley based, Horticultural and groundsmanship work, skilled role with qualifications, 
general grounds duties such as grass cutting also.
Lower valley based, Horticultural and groundsmanship work, skilled role with qualifications, 
general grounds duties such as grass cutting also.
Apprentice duties, wide range to enable wide knowledge.

Lower valley based, Horticultural and groundsmanship work, skilled role with qualifications, 
general grounds duties such as grass cutting also.

Total 4

Groundsman/gardenerRole:

Lower valley based, Horticultural and groundsmanship work, skilled role with qualifications, 
general grounds duties such as grass cutting also.
Lower valley based, Horticultural and groundsmanship work, skilled role with qualifications, 
general grounds duties such as grass cutting also.

Total 2

Head Gardener Role:

Skilled horticultural duties Cyfarthfa park and throughout all areas.

Total 1
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Labourer Role:

General duties including driving LGV class 2

General duties, Stone mason jobs and minor building and construction

Cyfarthfa park based, General duties, grass cutting, litter collection.

General duties in town centre primarily but other areas also

General duties upper valley including grass cutting.

General duties lower valley including grass cutting.

Total 6

Park Warden Role:

Taf Bargoed warden, School group walks/talks and tuition, GreenFlag involvement, general 
maintenance of the park.

Total 1

Parks and Bereavement Services Role:

Management of Parks and cemeteries, budget control, forward planning etc.

Total 1

Playground inspector Role:

Playground inspections and pavilions.

Total 1

Team Leader Role:

Team leader upper valley including supervsion of arbo team, Job cost estimating, allocating 
duties, scheduling work
Team leader lower valley but includes Cyfarthfa park and Taff Bargoed park (Green Flag 
Parks), Job cost estimating, allocating duties, scheduling work

Total 2

Tractor Driver Role:

Tractor driving duties lower valley, grass cutting large areas

Total 1

Woodman/Arborist Role:

Arbo unit, Skilled arboriculturist invloving high risk tree felling and trimming working throughout 
the valley.
Arbo unit, Skilled arboriculturist invloving high risk tree felling and trimming working throughout 
the valley.

Total 2

Grand Total 33

11 September 2017 Page 2 of 2

STAFF_PERMANANT_ROLE_SUMMARY_REPORT

20


	To:  Chair, Ladies and Gentlemen
	1.0 SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
	2.0 RECOMMENDATION(S)
	3.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

	Questions Combined.pdf
	Scrutiny questions Sept 2017
	Appendix 1 playareas by ward report
	Appendix 1 cont.
	Appendix 2 school by ward
	Appendix 3 Highway verges
	Appendix 4 Staff breakdown




